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REPORT ON INAUGURAL SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION, Universidade Nacional Timor Lorosae

Helen Haritos and Penny Wurm traveled to Universidade Nacional Timor Lorosae
for the inaugural presentation of scholarships to two women in the Faculty of Agriculture.  Following is a report on the trip and some recommendations.
The presentation ceremony

The ceremony was held at 9.00 am on Monday 13th March 2006 and attended by

· The Rector, Dr Benjamim de Araujo e Corte-Real
· The Acting Dean of Agriculture, Senora Brigida Antónia Correia

· Lecturer, Senora Yuliaty Brito
· Vice Dean (Administration), Senor Marcolino Estevao Fernandes e Brito

· Vice Dean (Academic), Senor Antonio Joao Dacosta
· Lecturer, Senor Eduado
· Lecturer, Senor Jules
· Scholarship winner, Jorgita Ferriera
· Scholarship winner,  Irene Pereira Santos
Penny was invited to make a speech (see overleaf) and the Rector responded, indicating that the scholarships were a very welcome link with an Australian organisation and a great support to women scholars in the Faculty.  He hoped it was something that could be built upon, as the University is keen to build external networks. He emphasised the need to support women in particular who are under represented in academia and other organisations and noted that the same afternoon he was attending a UN-sponsored meeting on the status of women.  We felt very warmly welcomed and that the scholarship project was well worth maintaining and developing.
We had a frank and interesting discussion with Faculty staff after the ceremony who outlined some of the issues facing them.  They have very limited internet access, which they find frustrating.  They also face the challenge of moving to teaching in Portuguese in 3 years time – currently tuition is in Bahasa Indonesia and Indonesian text books and curriculum are used.  The staff we met spoke English and were keen to build their English skills.  One of the Scholarship recipients explained that she was also studying English privately after hours.
Later, we took available staff and one of the scholarship winners to lunch, and then afterwards were taken to the laboratory facilities at Hera by Senora Yuliaty and Senor Marcolina.  These facilities have been rebuilt under the auspices of an ACIAR funded project, coordinated by our member and contact Tania Paul.  Staff explained that the University has recently signed a MoU with the ET Government, which will boost collaboration and resource sharing (as it has in the NT).  We also toured the library, which has collections in Portuguese, English and Indonesian.  The collection seemed to have a good selection of foundation text books, and a back log of materials awaiting cataloging and shelving.

Recommendations for the future

We confirmed during the trip that AUS$500 is a considerable sum of money that will genuinely assist the winners with the costs of their study, and that we should leave the awards at this sum.  Tania has previously reported that, for example, the ALOLA foundation give approx AUS$50 scholarships to cover one semester's tuition fees and these are widely sought after too.  A year’s fees are about AUD$100.  In addition, students have to pay lab fees of $5 per class, plus books, plus field trip costs, and photocopy cost for handouts during lectures of about $6 per class plus any research related expenses (including marking fees for postgraduate students).  Over lunch, Irene reported that although approximately equal numbers of women start in the degree in agriculture, fewer women complete.  This may be due to family commitments (either caring for their parents, siblings or extended family or a family of their own). 
After speaking with those at the lunch it appears that the best date for a scholarship call would be later May, rather than August.  We could then have the presentation ceremony in October.

Jorgita and Irene are very happy to make a short presentation to other students about the awards.
The university has six faculties: Education, Law, Medicine, Agriculture, Technology and Social & Political Science.  Staff in the Faculty of Agriculture were very keen for us to keep the scholarship in that Faculty (as opposed to a rotation among Faculties) and in light of this enthusiasm we agreed to keep supporting women in the Faculty of Agriculture.

Given the politics of language in East Timor, Helen and I both now feel strongly that we should get the scholarship application form also translated into Tetun. 
Sponsorship and promotion 

Before she left Darwin, Helen had organised a live-broadcast phone interview for Penny with Annie Gaston of 105.7 ABC Radio that afternoon, in order to promote the scholarship program locally.  One friend who heard it said it went well! – although I couldn’t tell myself.  
Helen also managed to secure sponsorship of our air tickets to Dili from Airnorth, which was greatly appreciated.  The Airnorth website indicates that they do sponsor NGOs for travel and cargo between Dili and Darwin so we may be able to develop an ongoing arrangement with Airnorth as the program establishes.

Other connections

Some other connections were made fortuitously during the trip.  We met Linda Forrester, an Australian woman (ex academic who was familiar with AFUW) who is keen to support our program any way she can.  She is now working in Dili as an English teacher, and is currently tutoring the Permanent Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture, Senora Maria Odete da Guterres.  She arranged for lunch with Odete, who was supportive of the program and provided me with her email address.
Helen works in the Department of Primary Industries, Fisheries and Mines and has since met with her Executive Director, Mr Richard Sellers who is interested in supporting possible exchanges for students, as part of the ongoing development of the scholarship program.  
Mr Sellers asked Helen to put together a submission that he will present and speak to at 
the Board of Managers Meeting in May 2006.
Presentation Speech, Universitas Nacional Timor Loroae, 13th March 2006
By Penny Wurm & Helen Haritos
Good morning. Thank you for the opportunity to meet with you all at UNTL, and please accept my apologies for having to speak in English. Thank you especially to the Rector and the Acting Dean for being here this morning on such a busy day. Also thank you to the Selection Panel (of women staff members in the Faculty) for coordinating the selection process. It gives us great pleasure to present these scholarships to the two successful applicants, Jorgita Ferreira and Irene Santos.  This is our first year to offer the Scholarships and we hope to build on this beginning.

I would like to introduce and explain who we are.  I am Penny Wurm, the President, and Helen Haritos is the Vice President of the Northern Territory branch of The Australian Federation of University Women (AFUW NT). We have a committee of 10 women from a variety of backgrounds.  For example, Helen has a background in anthropology and archeology and my background is in ecology. Other committee members are from health, science and social sciences areas.  
The NT Branch is part of a national body (AFUW), which is then affiliated with The International Federation of University Women (IFUW).  The purpose of AFUW is to focus on peace issues, education for women and the status of women.  It is a voluntary organisation.
The NT branch focuses on scholarships. We offer scholarships for an undergraduate, a postgraduate and an Indigenous woman scholar in the NT and now two scholarships at UNTL.  It is always a difficult job choosing only one or two winners and we always wish we could offer more scholarships.  
We would like to thank Tania Paul for establishing the links between AFUW NT and the Faculty of Agriculture, UNTL. We are very grateful for this opportunity to link, and look forward to building and continuing this in the future.

Thank you.
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