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Welcome to the next edition of the News Sheet.  It is surprising to note that we are approaching the half way mark of this triennium.  This of course means we mean to start thinking of who our office bearers will be for the 34rd triennium.  Their term of office will be 1 November 2006 to 31 October 2009.

It is vital for the success of our organisation that we start now to think who will best fill the four executive positions in the next triennium.  Those positions are President, CIR, Secretary and Treasurer.  More details will appear in Graduate Women.

…………………………………………………..
The world has suffered what many describe as our greatest natural disaster on Boxing Day last year.  I am sure you too were overwhelmed at the devastation and the fact that we will never know the true count of many lost their lives that day.

On your behalf I wrote to the Presidents of the NFAs in Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Bangladesh and India to express our sadness at what had happened in their country and to ask how we might help.

The President of the Sri Lanka Federation responded with a proposal they had developed.  Her response was dated 17 January and included:
“Over 215000 families in the coastal belt have been affected.  860,000 have been left homeless.  More than 140 schools have been damaged.  42 schools completely washed away.  One of our former council members and family lost their lives with only the husband left to mourn them. It was distressing to see the relatives at that funeral. There are still many on the missing list.

All the affected people will have to rebuild their lives anew. I don’t think the world has ever witnessed a disaster of this magnitude.

The SLFUW with its meager resources responded in two ways to the disaster .As an immediate response, a small group of council members organized emergency relief in the form of dry goods and medical aid to a settlement of beach shanties in the south .where 22 of 34 houses were washed away .On a second a medical clinic was conducted at the camp. We are also planning to help with counselling services for the victims. Now as immediate relief measures have been provided, rehabilitation and 

rehousing of the Tsuami victims has to be planned and effected.

Our long term plan is to build a few low cost houses in the South, North and East of Sri Lanka. We cannot go to the private sector or Aid agencies in Sri Lanka as they have their own agenda .Will the IFUW and its affiliates help us to achieve this worthy cause ?.We have identified plans drawn for low cost houses by an Architectural firm. These houses cost around US dollars 1500 each.”
I wrote out to each STA President in early January to gauge reaction to an appeal to help fellow members in countries directly affected by the Tsunami and have been very appreciative of the responses to date.  What has been agreed is that if each member of AFUW is able to give $10, then AFUW would forward that money to our sisters in Sri Lanka.  It would be magnificent if we could help them in this way.  They have done so much to help themselves to date.  Now it is our turn to help them.
I know we have already supported the victims of the Tsunami and this is an extra call.  However, if we could all give one more $10 each, then we would be able to help the members in Sri Lanka in a great practical way.  Donations are best sent to your STA Treasurer for forwarding on to the National Office.

The AFUW WA representative on the Peace Standing Committee, Lalani Weddikkara, was visiting relatives in Sri Lanka when the Tsunami struck.  She, and her family are safe.  Her account of her time in Sri Lanka will appear in the next edition of Graduate Women.
…………………………………………………..
As has been mentioned before, AFUW is a member of two of the four consortium formed by the Office for Women (formerly Office for the Status of Women).  The four consortia met with the Office for Women on 3 and 4 February 2005.  The AFUW representatives on Security4Women, Rosemary Everett and Mikele Barrett-Woodbridge attended for the full two days and Catherine Evans, one of the representatives on the WomenSpeak Network attended the working dinner on the first night.

The two main topics discussed included the Australian delegation to the UN Commission for the Status for Women in New York in March 2005.  AFUW submitted a large paper on this late last year and it was pleasing that a number of our suggestions were incorporated into the Office for Women’s position.

The other topic was a discussion on our views on the Government’s election commitments for women.

On 5 December 2004, members of the Task Force established to enquire into the future viability of IFUW handed their report to the IFUW Board of Officers.  The Report contained a number of recommendations and AFUW has been considering these as we are required to cast our vote as a member of the IFUW Council by the end of February.

There were a number of recommendations contained in the report covering areas such as governance, finance, resource development, management, communication and future conferences.

The one disappointment I have heard from members is that many of these recommendations were superficial and did not go to the core of the problems existing at the moment.  At present, AAUW (Association of American University Women) has decided not to remit capitation fees to IFUW from January 2005.  This comprises 40% of the income IFUW receives from capitation fees.  This by itself is very sad and places a large gap in how IFUW will meet all their expenses.  There was not sufficient talk from the Task Force in how IFUW should handle this situation.

Another recommendation from the Task Force was to seek an expansion in the membership of the IFUW Board of Officers.  This cost will fall to the NFAs to meet and AFUW just does not have resources to meet this type of increase.

Further information on this is on the IFUW website at:  www.ifuw.org/i_members-corner.htm  More details will be in the next edition of Graduate Women.

…………………………………………………………

There have been a number of advocacy matters before AFUW in the last couple of months:

The first involves the treatment of women and children in Iraq under the Geneva convention.  AFUW contends that the obligations placed on the Australian Government, by being a party to the Geneva Convention, have been contravened with the civilian population in Iraq having their basic rights as citizens of that country denied to them.  As a member of the Coalition, Australia has a responsibility to ensure that the Geneva Convention is upheld and that all forces, from whichever country representing the Coalition is involved also uphold the Geneva Convention.  Letters on this went to the Prime Minister, Minister for Defence, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Attorney General, Leader of the Opposition, Shadow Minister for Defence, Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs, Shadow Attorney-General, the Australian Ambassador to the UN and the International Red Cross.

The next was a letter to the Minister assisting the Prime Minister for Women’s Issues, Senator the Hon Kay Patterson, to support her stand in the most recent debate on whether the Government will continue to provide rebates from Medicare to women who terminate a pregnancy.  The Minister has stated that there should be no change and AFUW sent a copy of the letter of congratulations to her to the Prime Minister as well.

The other main topic has been in relation to the way people with a mental illness are treated in detention.  There has been a recent incident which has brought this to the public’s attention.  AFUW contends that there needs to be a full public enquiry into how people are assessed as having a mental illness and the appropriate method of providing treatment to them.

…………………………………………………………

For those of you with access to the internet, we are revamping the current AFUW website and copies of our advocacy work will be uploaded there for you all to see.  The address is www.afuw.org.au  If you are wishing to access the IFUW website, that address is www.ifuw.org
It is vital that we avail ourselves of these services as there is a wealth of information being uploaded onto both sights to keep us up to date on events.

…………………………………………………………

The next triennial Conference will be in Canberra commencing April 21 2006 and concluding April 24 2006.  The venue is the Centre for Teaching and Learning in Canberra.  More details will appear in Graduate Women, but please mark these dates in your diary now.

…………………………………………………………

The fourth Council meeting of this triennium 

meets in Canberra on 19 March.  This is preceded by the AFUW Annual General Meeting and the AFUW Education Trust AGM on 18 March.  In the evening, there will be a workshop on Communication.
If you are wanting any more details on these events, please contact me or your State or Territory President.

…………………………………………………………
At the same time, the next meeting of the IFUW Board of Officers and the IFUW Standing Committees will be held in Geneva.  There are four members from AFUW attending these meetings:  Zelinda Bafile (Finance), Kathryn Seymour (Membership), Jenny Strauss (Status of Women) and Dorothy Collin (Fellowships).  We wish them all well on their deliberations and look forward to hearing from them on their return.
If you have any queries on any of these matters or anything else relating to AFUW activities, please let me know.  My contact details are on the back page of Graduate Women.

Rosemary A Everett

President
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